“Discriminatory practices that impair community life among Christians
are frequently denounced by authors in quest of biblical equality. This
book takes the thoughtful reader a step further. It identifies the root
cause of such practices as the systemic curse of the patriarchal rule that
resulted from the fall. Not only does this work provide us with a careful
analysis of the nature and workings of patriarchy, but it also presents a
vibrant challenge to repudiate the legacy of sin and to uphold the
standards of redemption in Christ's new community.”

Gilbert Bilezikian, Professor Emeritus, Wheaton College

“In addressing head on the topic of patriarchy, Del Birkey has uncovered
some challenging materials that bear on the gender issues in the
Catholic, Orthodox, and Evangelical church traditions. The patriarchal
system is squarely confronted and exposed to full view with its manifest
consequences for male-female relations. | warmly recommend this
book to all concerned to understand what patriarchy is, and how it may
express itself harmfully in the modern Christian family and church.”
Alan F. Johnson, Emeritus Professor of NT & Christian Ethics, Wheaton
College and Graduate School

“Patriarchy is essentially control by men. Del Birkey has done a

masterful job of showing how patriarchy is the basis for discrimination

against women everywhere, and why it is irreconcilable with biblical

equality.”

Virginia Patterson, former board chair, Christians for Biblical Equality

“This book demonstrates a passionate commitment to biblical truth and
careful scholarship. Detailing the source of male social dominance, Del
Birkey shows how patriarchy developed into a web of assumed
sociological correctness and the many ways religious groups seek to
justify exclusive male leadership.”

Zondra Lindblade, Emeritus Professor of Sociology, Wheaton College

Del Birkey, D.Min., served in pastoral, evangelistic, and teaching ministries
both in churches and as visiting seminary professor. He is author of 7he House

Church: A Model for Renewing the Church (Herald Press, 1988).
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